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What is Biodiversity? 

The most simple way to describe biodiversity is the variety of plant and animal species 
in Ireland 

What are Habitats? 
Home for plants & animals - Vary in 

size from large to small 

Biodiversity includes a small Blue Tit in 
your garden - a large Minke Whale of 
the Irish coastline from a dandeloin 

that you might describe as a weed to a 
large tree in your local park  



Ecosystem Services  
Ecosystem Services relate to the variety of 
services provided by biodiversity / habitats.  

Broken into four Groups:  
 production of resources: e.g. food, renewable 

energy, fresh water, medicine, fuel 
 

 Bogs - Turf 

 those that lessen environmental change: e.g. 
climate regulation, pest/disease control water & flood regulation 
crop pollination, carbon storage,  noise regulation 
 

 Bogs – Carbon and water store 
 

 human value and enjoyment:  
e.g. landscape aesthetics, cultural heritage, outdoor recreation, 
education, spiritual significance  
   

 Bogs – walks, bog snorkelling 
 

 are required to maintain the other three 
services: e.g. water cycles, nutrient cycles,  photosynthesis, soil 
formation,  biodiversity 
 

 Bogs – peat forming biodiversity  
 
 
 

 
 



Natural Capital 

Ecosystem services show how people are dependent on nature. We 
tend not to value benefits we get for free.  

 
Natural capital is an attempt to place an economic value on 

ecosystem goods and services and the benefits they provide to 
society. In Ireland the value of our natural capital is estimated at 

2.6 billion euro per year 
 

Natural capital forum set up in Ireland working towards EU 
guidelines of environmental accounting. 

 



Our Communities are full of Natural Habitats….  

…..and these in turn are packed full of 
biodiversity. To start find out what you 
have in your local area by doing a survey 



We can lead by example and help 

homes and individuals within our 
communities promote biodiversity  

-Create wildlife Habitats 
 

-Provide Food 
 

-Choose Chemical Free 
 

Plant with Wildlife in Mind 
 

Many small changes can make a big 
difference 

 
 

So as Communities what can we do to Enhance Biodiversity? 



Warning….. 

Before you do anything your 
community should ask…. 

 
 

 Does our local biodiversity 
need our help?   



Step 1 - Create habitats around our communities 

Rotting Wood - ideal for fungi, 
invertebrates, hibernating hedgehogs 
& frogs 

Insect hotels make a great aesthetically pleasing addition 
to your communities or gardens 

Why are insects important - decompose dead plants and 
leaves bringing nutrients to the soil, hedgehogs are natural 
predators 

Creating habitats…... 



Wetland habitats great for newts & frogs and 
invertebrates - the larger the more diverse in 
species.  Make sure to have shallow edges and 
good plant cover 

Something as small as an old bin lid will act as a great bird bath but also you 
may get other visitors 

Introduces new species  
Wonderful wetlands are 
important as water is precious.  
All life is dependent on water. 


Creating habitats…... 



Bird Box 
Butterfly Box 

Bug 
Box 

Bat Box 

Birds & bats act as predators, bugs are 
pollinators - they provide many services 

Creating habitats…... 



Hawthorn nectar, berries 

Butterfly 
Bush 
(Buddleia) 

nectar 

Ivy nectar, berries, habitat 

Nettles leaves 

Teasel seeds 
Providing food will help 
species during the winter 
months this is important 
as we have removed their 
natural source of food 

Providing Food…... 



Spending time 
choosing what to 
plant is 
important 

Native is always better to plant than 
non-native species 

Holly and hawthorn vs cherry 
laurel 

Choose plants that can provide 
food to enhance wildlife 

Allow areas of your 
communities go wild or 
create a wild flower 
area these are far 
more beneficial for 
Irelands bidoiversity 



Choosing chemical free around your communities is a 
great way to enhance local biodiversity 

Through composting at 
home you can help 
protect the peatlands of 
Ireland 

By having a good mix of species in your communties or 
garden it is unlikely you will suffer from ‘pests’ 

Garden birds will feed on 
caterpillars 

Ladybirds will feed on aphids - plant 
species to attract the predators to 
your pests - companion planting 



Get Involved… 
Supporting the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-2020 



Some other ideas I have seen…... 

Invasive Species are a threat to 
native biodiversity has your town 
mapped invasive species to monitor – 
See Beare Island Tidy Towns reports 

The Big Tree Library in 
Ballyleague is used to 
pass information to the 
local community and to 
recycle and share books 

A Bee Bar provides 
water for valuable 
pollinating bees 



Useful Websites 

www.wildflowersofireland.net 
 
www.treecouncil.ie 
 
www.biology.ie 
 
www.birdwatchireland.ie 
 
www.irishwildlifematters.ie 
 
www.irishlichens.ie 
 
www.biodiversityireland.ie 
 
 
 



Thank You 


